

















MEMOIRS

OF

THE CHEVALIER DE JOHNSTONE.

Volume Third,

THE WAR IN CANADA
( Campaign of 1759);

DIALOGUE OF THE DEAD BETWEEN }M. THE MARQUIS OF
MONTCALM, WHO COMMANDED THE ARMY IN CANADA,
UNDER THE ORDERS OF M. THE MARQUIS OF VAUDREUIL,
AND M. WOLFE, GENERAL OF THE ENGLISH ARMY, BOTH
KILLED THE 13TH 'SEPTEMBER, 1759, IN THE BATTLE
BEFORE QUEBEC; OR AN IMPARTIAL AND MILITARY
EXAMINATION OF THAT CAMPAIGN, TO SERVE AS A JUS-
TIFICATION OF M. THE MARQUIS OF MONTCALM,

PN

& ONTCALM.—*1t is singular, Sir, that my

P shade has not again met yours since the time
that T descended into this region, where I
have followed you so closely. It is no fault
to have searched for you from a desire on my
part to enter with you upon discussion of the
operatwns of a campaign Whlch has proved so fatal to both
of us.”

Wolfe.—‘I have no less desire than you, Sir. One of my
compatriots, who died two days after the affair of the 13th,
apprized me that there had not been more than some hours
of interval between your destiny and mine. He added some
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details regarding this event; but as he was but very imperfectly
informed, and as I myself was very ignorant of things rela-
tive to the operations preceding that day, I desired much to
have a conversation with you upon these subjects; so much
the more, that the details that different persons have commu-
nicated to me of both nations, which have come, whether from
Europe or America, have always been very imperfect: and
I am cnchanted that, after having made so many useless
efforts to meet you, chance at last produces this happy
result.”

Montealm.—* Will you permit me, Sir, before our conver-
sation becomes more serious, to make one reflection upon the
difference of lot which we have experienced, comparing the
one with the other. They have rendered to you the greatest
honours. Your body has been transported to London with
magnificence, and deposited in Westminster Abbey, among
those of kings. The English pation has erected to you a
superb mausoleum ; and your name, dear to Englishmen, and
continually in their mouths, is pronounced with the greatest
praises. But as for me, what sensation has my death made!
The Canadians and savages, who knew the uprightness of my
soul, and my devotedness for my king and country, are the
only ones who have done me justice, if you except a small
number of friends who, not daring to oppose the torrent, were
forced in secret to shed some tears upon my tomb.”

Wolfe—In this region, where there exists no longer

“prejudice, I confess with frankness, that I have found your
lot preferable to mine, notwithstanding the injustice you have
«experienced, for the most part, from your countrymen; you
have been regretted, and your memory has been exculpated
by all those who are capable of appreciating your talents and
your eminent qualifications, and who have sufficient probity
and disinterestedness to render their homage. Why not take
:the testimony of my army to your account? Your virtues,
#and, above all, your humanity for prisoners, have gained you
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the hearts of all my soldiers. They have not seen, but with
gratitude.and veneration, the care you took to stay the hands
of the savages, when these barbarians prepared to slaughter
them, in order to make of them a horrible banquet; and I
have known, that whereas they have refrained tears at my
death, they have shed bitter ones on being informed of yours.
I do not see in this mausoleum but a proof of a foolish weak-
ness in men; what avails this block of marble to my actual
state? The monument remains, the conqueror has disap-
peared. This testimony in your favour, joined to that of
true judges in the art of war, and that of gentlemen in your
own country, is far above the empty honours which are
bestowed by the populace, who judge of things by the events,
and, besides, are incapable of annalyzing operations. The
greater part did not know me before the attack on this
colony ; and if fortune, to which I owe almost all my success,
had favoured me less, perhaps I should have been the victim
of this blind and impassioned people. The multitude have
not, and cannot have, but success to regulate their opinions.”
Montcalm.—*1 am very much flattered, Sir, by your
manner of thinking with regard to me. ILet us leave human
weakness to produce errors upon errors, and to praise to the
skies to-day what they will condemn to-morrow. It is now
that we can contemplate at leisure the errors and the passions
of men, which rush like the waves of the sea to dash and
often break themselves in pieces upon the rocks; and since
the mist, which hitherto had concealed from our eyes part of
the truth, is cleared away, and as you have very justly
remarked, we are located in a region where they are divested
of all prejudice, would you be quite willing that we should
examine without partiality the operations of that campaign of
1759, equally fatal to the conqueror and the vanquished, and
what was the epoch of the loss of Canada to France.”
Wolfe.—“1 agree to it, Sir, and to testify to you all my
willingness, I confess to you frankly.that I have been greatly
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‘surprised at having been able to arrive with the English fleet
‘quite opposite to the town of Quebec, without having had to
encounter the slightest opposition in the river St. Lawrence.”

Montcalm.—* You have reason, Sir; it is not my fault
that you did not meet with obstacles in your way; I proposed
‘to make a redoubt and battery on Cape Tourmento, opposite
the passage at the end of the Isle of Orleans. The ships are
obliged to approach the Cape at the distance of a hundred
‘toises, to enter into the bay. It is a rock of about fifty feet
in height, by consequence a shelter to the guns of our vessels;
and, besides, it is a position so advantageous that your troops
‘should have never been able to approach from any side to
form the siege, this rock being steep all around, and almost
perpendicular ; thus it is very likely that the first four ships
which should have presented themselves to enter the passage
would have been sunk to the bottom by the fire plunging from
this redoubt. I had also the idea of making a battery upon
the highest point of the peak which is ppposite to the Isle at
Condre, which would have raked your vessels in their advance
from the rear, while they approached the anchorage, being
obliged to cast anchor to wait the return of the ebb tide, or
to be carried along and dashed upon the shallow coast by the
excessive violence of the currents at low water. I had even
sent the engineers to examine these positions. I proposed
this project for the part of the river below Quebec, but I did
mot command a chief who was capable of executing it.”

Wolfe.— 1t is true, Sir, that this would have occasioned
us a great embarrassment, and in a small degree retarded our
operations for some time.”

Montcalm.—* It was fully my intention, because I was
always sensible how fortunate it is to gain time in certain
positions ; above all in a climate such as Canada, where the
fine season is so short, that one cannot there maintain the
campaign, owing to the excessive cold which prevails at
‘Quebec from the month of May even to the commencement

e
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. of October; and your fleet did not arrive at the Isle at
Condre till the end of June.”

Wolfe.—* Certainly, Sir, we arrived in the river St.
Lawrence by far too late by six weeks. This is the ordinary
fate of all grave naval armaments and expeditions. The fleets
are almost never in a state to depart on the day named ; and
this is the cause which makes enterprises by sea so often
miscarry, the least delay being dangerous and of the last
consequence, by giving the enemy time to reconnoitre and
make the necessary preparations for defence.”

Montcalm.—*“1 will not conceal from you, Sir, that I
have always regarded the disposition which you made of your
army, after your landing before Quebec, as diametrically op-
posed to the first principle of the military art! It appears to
me that this is an axiom recognized—that an army ought to
be disposed in such a manner as to be able promptly to re-
unite, and to sustain itself reciprocally in all its parts. You
had divided your army into three camps—one of which on
Point Levis, another upon the Isle of Orleans, and the third
at the Fall of Montmorency—in such a manner that the
communications of one camp with the other were cut off by
two arms of the river St. Lawrence, formed by the Isle of
Orleans, and every one of which was six hundred toises in
breadth. Your position was like that of the French at the
siege of Turin when the Duke of Orleans proposed to leave
the lines to fight the enemy; and it would not have been
difficult to attack your separated camps to triumph without
difficulty, as Prince Eugene did at Turin; your two most
considerable camps—that at Point Levis, and that at the
Fall of Montmorency—being at the distance of two leagues
from each other, and separated by two arms of the river.
Your position was such that if we had fallen with our army
upon any one of your three camps, at our option, you would
have been destroyed and overwhelmed before it would have
been possible for your other camps to arrive to your succour.
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How could you be able to rest tranquilly and without trouble
in a position so perilous during more than two months 2” *

Wolfe—* And you, Sir, what hindered you to execute
that which appeared to you so easy ?”

Montcalm.—*“ We attempted it, but with bad success.
Some days after our landing at Point Levis, we sent M.
Dumas, major of the troops of the colony, with a detachment
of five hundred men, who in the night crossed the river oppo-~
site Quebec, without having been discovered by your ad-
vanced posts, in order to fall upon your camp at Point Levis;
but scarcely were they disembarked and in march to attack
you, than a panic terror so overcame them, that disorder then
ensued, they fired the one upon the other, and betook them-
selves immediately to flight in the greatest possible confusion,
to rejoin their boats. Discouraged by this bad beginning,
they never spoke again of attacking your camps, and it was
decided that they should stand solely upon the defensive.”

Wolfe.—* It appeared to me, however, that youn were not
encamped in a manner to remain on the defensive, since your
army did not amount but to ten thousand men, and that your
camp occupied a space of from two to three leagues.”

Montcalm.—“T am convinced of it, and I feel with you
that a line too much extended is too weak in all its parts; T
am very much convinced by proof of this principle, and even:
that it is a recognized maxim when they are not able to pre-

* To know how to choose advantageous positions for encamping is one
of the talents the most essential for a general of an army. He who has
the conduct of an army,” says a Chinese general, ‘“ought not to trust to
others a choice of that importance. He ought to do something more still.
If he is truly able, he ought to be able to dispose of even the encampment
and all the marches of his enemy. A great general does not wait till he
make him go: he knows how to make him come. If you find in sallying that
the enemy seeks to render himself precisely to the places where you just
wish him to be, make in sallying also smooth for him all the difficulties, and
deliver him from all the obstacles which he could encounter. The great
science is to make him do all you wish him to do, and to supply to him,
withont his perceiving it, all the means of aiding you.”
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vent a line from being forced, and I believe it equally impos-
sible to prevent the defeat of an enemy when they have many
leagues of coast to guard: he who attacks with all his force
united and concentrated on a single point; on the contrary,
he who relies upon his force separated through the whole
length of his lines; and one cannot know where the enemy
may make his real attack, since he is master of choosing the
place which he inclines. Thus it is evident that when one
makes feint attacks to threaten at once the whole extent of
the line, it is necessary that a column, forty or fifty men deep,
should penetrate an intrenchment, where it would scarcely be
possible to have two ranks of soldiers. Itis the same as to
landings, notwithstanding the common opinion that it is pos-
sible to prevent them, and I do not know a better course to
adopt than to have a flying body of troops to fall upon the
enemy with the bayonet at the end of the musket before there
are a great many on the land, and before they could have
formed after the confusion which necessarily occurs in getting
out of their boats. My plan of defence was to occupy the
heights of Abraham, to encamp there, and to make the city of
Quebec serve as a pivot to all my movements, seeing the fate
of Canada depended on the capture of that city ; in this view,
I would have made intrenchments along the banks of the
river St. Charles, I would have remained encamped on these
heights fully two days before your arrival. The person in
my army in whom I always placed the greatest confidence,
on account of his merit and knowledge, proposed to change
our position by supporting our left by the fall of Montmor-
ency, and our right by the river St. Charles, making, as you
have remarked regarding-it, a camp of an extent of two
leagues. He pretended, that on showing a large front, this
apparent boldness would impose upon the enemy. As there
is not a point of moral certainty in any operation of war, the
least unforeseen incident being capable of overturning the
best concerted plan, I sacrificed my own opinion to his, with-
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out being satisfied. In that new position, M. Levis com-
manded the left and fall of Montmorency, I had the centre at
Beauport, and M. the Marquis of Vaudreuil the right, oppo-
site Canardiere, which was the head-quarters.”

Wolfe.—If you had remained upon the heights of Abra-
ham, it is most likely that you would have prevented the
capture of Quebec, but you would have left me at liberty to
ruin and devastate the country.”

Montcalm.—* That may be so, but the Colony would not
have been taken, and you would not have dared to penetrate
into the interior of the country, leaving Quebec behind you.
If you had attempted to attack me, I had for my advantage
the heights, which I would have fortified by intrenchments,
and by a chain of redoubts, even to Cape Rouge, which is
about two leagues in a straight line from Quebec, and which
would have been an advanced post for me, difficult to force
by its advantageous position ; and I would have had for my
doorway the succour of the town, by which my army would
have been supported. I never could have imagined that it
could have been your idea to reduce Quebec to ashes, the
greater part of that city having been destroyed entirely by
the fireworks and bombs which you had thrown from your
batteries on the other side of the river. It appears to me that
when you intend to take a city with the intention of keeping
_ it, you ought to turn it to its proper use, in order to have in
place of a mass of ruins, houses to lodge your army in.
Besides, the destruction of that city would not have accele-
rated the capture in any manner. In the first place, you
could not have dismounted our batteries, which were much
more elevated than yours; and, in short, the river which was
between you and the city, and which was six hundred toises
broad, would not have permitted you to approach it. What
advantage could you then expect from that manceuvre ?”

Wolfe.—*“ My inaction during the whole course of the
summer ought to have made you sufficiently acquainted with

- P
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my embarrassment, and the little hope I had of success in my
enterprise; and the destruction of Quebec in a mass to the
foundation, as it would have been in effect, would have
appeared, in the eyes of the English people, a considerable
advantage gained over your army, whom it behoved necessarily
to blind, to allay their passions.”

Montcalm.—*¢'The day, Sir, that you landed at the fall of
Montmorency, and when you encamped there with a corps of
four thousgnd men, you were apparently ignorant that the
river Montmorency was fordable in the wood, at half a league
from your camp, where fifty men could have passed in front.
In passing, all at once, this ford, you would have been able to
fall unperceived upon the left of our camp, and to have cut us
in pieces before it could have been possible for us to assemble
a sufficient force to be able to present you a front capable of
arresting you, for we were in full security, ignorant ourselves
that there was a ford of this river, and we were not informed
of it till some hours after your landing.”

Wolfe.—*‘1t is, then, not extraordinary that I should have
been ignorant of it. Besides, it is only the inhabitants of the
vicinity of rivers, morasses, and ponds who can give informa-~
tion as to that, and all those of that quarter had fled and
retired into your camp. On my arrival I did not find a single
person ; and when I had found one, your Canadians were too
much attached and too muck devoted to their King and their
country to have given me the least light on the subject.
Those whom we sent to reconnoitre could not do it but very
superficially, if they confined themselves to their own proper
observations, without interrogating the people of the sur-
rounding country.”

Montealm.—** During the time your soldiers were occupied
in laying out your camp, and putting up their tents, M. Levis
found himself before the fall, with M. Johnstone, his aide-de-
camp, who investigated your manceuvre. The aide-de-camp
having asked at M. Levis if he was certain that there was not
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a ford in the river Montmorency, upon the positive reply of
M. Levis ‘that he was assured that there was not one, since
he had himself reconnoitered this river up to a lake and
morass at two or three leagues in front of the woods, out of
which it arose, without ever finding one,” an inhabitant, who
heard them, immediately whispered into the ear of the aide-
de-camp, ¢ That the General deceived himself, that there was
a ford, and that the inhabitants daily passed this river on foot
to carry corn to the mill” M. Johnstone imparted it imme-
diately to M. Levis, but the inhabitant having been interro-
gated somewhat roughly by M. Levis, expressed himself in a
voice so timid and trembling that M. Levis could not persuade
himself that he was deceived in his observations. On leaving
the fall to return to the lodging of M. Levis, M. Johnstone
gave orders to the countryman to find immediately some one
who had passed the ford within twenty-four hours, and to
bring him with diligence with him to the house of M. Levis.
The Canadian returned in a moment to find M. Johnstone,
followed by a man who had passed the night before with a
sack of corn on his back, and who declared that_he had found
the water not above his mid-leg. We sent, immediately, a
detachment to occupy this post, with tools to make intrench-
ments on the spot.”

Wolfe.—“If I had been as fortunate as you, Sir, to dis-
cover the ford, I would have fallen upon your army at the
instant ; for certainly I should not have let escape so fine an
occasion to distinguish myself. There is nothing so perilous
as the proximity of rivers or morasses, when they are not
sounded and examined with the greatest attention. A mishap
which occurred to one of my brother officers, Lieutenant-
General Cope, proves sufficiently the necessity of sounding,
with all the care and all the circumspection possible, the
rivers and the morasses which are found in the neighbourhood
of a camp. M. Cope, who passed for one of the best officers
of England, was sent to Scotland in 1745 to command an

e
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army against Prince Edward. He chose a position the most
advantageous to wait for the rebels. He had on his right two
enclosures, withstone walls seven or eight feet in height,
between which there was a road from fifteen to eighteen feet
broad, which led to the village of Prestonpans. Before his
front was another enclosure, surrounded by a ditch full of
water, twelve feet broad and very deep. At his left there
was a pond and a morass which he believed to be imprac-
‘ticable ; and behind him the'sea, which shut him up in the
best fortified camp. The proprietorjof the morass informed
Prince Edward that there was a place which he had often
crossed whenever he chose, but that there could not pass
more than a single man abreast. Prince Edward, sending at
once to reconnoitre this morass, found that it was unguarded,
crossed it during the night with his army, making them defile,
the one after the other; and at the break of day M. Cope
saw the Highlanders a hundred feet before him, sword in
hand, who fell unexpectedly upon his army, without leaving
them time to put themselves in battle-array. All his troops
were in an instant shamefully cut in pieces or made prisoners,
and it was the strength of his camp that proved his ruin.
With difficulty could he save himself, with a score of horse-
men to carry into England the news of his own disgrace,
covered with dishonour, shame, and confusion. His misad-
venture has always made such a great impression upon me
that I have been continually upon my guard against a like
surprise ; and at the same time I have always sought to profit
by the negligence of the enemy in that respect. Thus, it is
greatly to be presumed that I should have discovered the
ford during the march, and then I should not have been
found wanting to take advantage of it.”

Moiitealm.—¢ But, Sir, how do you justify yourself for
the imprudence with which you ensconced yourself in the
wood, with two thousand men quite opposite to our intrench-
ments at the ford; not a single man of your detachment would
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have been able to escape; nine hundred savages in ambus-
cade, within pistol shot of you, without your having perceived
it, would have invested and cut off your retreat. The savages
had sent at the instant their officer, M. Langlade, to inform M.
Levis of their position, and to beg him with clasped hands to
give orders to M. Repentigny, who commanded a corps of
eleven hundred men in the intrenchments at the ford, to cross
the river with his detachment; and that they would answer
with their heads for the success of the attack ; adding that
you appeared to be about two thousand men, and that they
were not strong enough to attack you without reinforcements,
which they asked from the Canadians. There were a great
many officers in the house of M. Levis when Langlade arrived,
among others, commanders of battalions. M. Levis consulted
them, but no one officer gave it as his opinion for the detach-
ment of Repentigny to pass the river; they pretended that it
was dangerous to attack an enemy in woods, of which it was
impossible to know the number, that perhaps this was the
whole English army; and that it would be impossible to
engage in a general action without being prepared ; that if we
had the misfortune to be repulsed, M. Levis would be blamed
for taking this affair upon himself without waiting for orders;
they alleged, besides, many other reasons equally less solid.
Never did any one see such a blindness! M. Johnstone was
the only one who gave an opposite advice, and maintained
with spiritedness that there was not the least appearance
that this was the whole English army, since the savages,
who never failed to exaggerate the number of the enemy,
supposed them only two thousand men; that although this
should be the whole English army, and that we should en-

ge in a general action in the woods, that was all that we
could desire as most fortunate, since one Canadian in the
wood was worth much more than three soldiers of regular
troops, and that one soldier on the plain was worth more than
three Canadians, of whom the greater part of our army was
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composed ; and that it was necessary to suit and make the
different kinds of troops, of which our army was composed,
available ; that, without losing time, it was necessary to send
to Beauport to inform M. Montcalm to cause the army to
advance at once in echelons, replacing the post of M.
Repentigny at the ford by the Royal Regiment Roissillon,\
which was encamped close to that, and thus to stop the army,
always advancing in proportion as they passed the ford ; that
'even supposing that the worst should happen, that we should
be repulsed, the English could not reap any advantage from
it, since we should have a secure retreat in the thickness
of the woods, where the enemy never durst pursue us, at the
risk of being cut to pieces by the savages and the Canadians;
and he added that in war when fortune presented to us pro-
pitious moments, it was necessary to profit by them on the
instant. These reasonings made no impression, and Langlade
was sent back without having obtained anything. The am-
buscade of the savages was a little more than half a league
from the house of M. Levis; in the meantime, Langlade
returned once more to give us instant news on the part of the
savages. M. Levis did not wish ever to give a positive
order to M. Repentigny to pass the river with his detach-
ment, but he charged Langlade with a letter on his part to
Repentigny, in which he notified to him the confidence he had
in his prudence, and that he could pass the ford with his
detachment, to join himself to the savages, if he saw a like-
lihood to succeed. M. Johnstone foreseeing the answer M.
Repentigny would make, he said to M. Levis, in sealing his
letter, that Repentigny had too much good sense and judge-
ment to take upon himself so delicate an affair. Accordingly,
he sent at once to demand from M. Levis an order more
positive and more clear. M. Levis in the end determined on
it, and mounted his horse to proceed to the ford, in order to
give his orders wivae voce; but scarcely was he on-half the
road than he heard a fire of musketry. The time having
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slipped away in indecision ; the savages impatient at having

remained more than an hour in a position so perilous, let go
their shot, killing five hundred men, and retiring immediately
without having lost a single man. It is evident that had M.
Repentigny passed the ford with his detachment, you would
have been cut in pieces, and accordingly, to all appearance,
this action would have determined for ever the war in Canada,
your army not having anything further to expect after such a
Joss. Never did fortune seem to decide so favourably for
you, and it seems that the ruin of Canada was also decided
in the decrees of Providence. As to the rest we cannot
blame M. Levis. Every subordinate officer, is in role when
he executes the orders he receives, much more when he sees
daily officers who are victims in having even followed orders
badly expressed and convertible into a double sense. One is
not wrong in being mistrustful in similar cases, where the
honour and reputation of an officer is engaged. The human
mind is too limited to foresee the result of an affair, and
when the success does not respond to an enterprise, even well
conceived and with all appearances of succeeding, one finds
but too many people who cover themselves under the shelter
of censure, which they have merited by their ignorance and
want of capacity, profiting thereby to destroy and sacrifice
innocent victims, while they themselves, who are really in-
capable, escape the punishment they deserve.”

Wolfe.—* My intention, of advancing so closely to your
intrenchments at the ford, was to see if there was any means
of forcing them, and in effect they appeared to me to be of
little consequence ; but the sole view of the stirring ground
imposed respect. Besides, accustomed to war in Europe,
could I imagine the bravery of your savages ambuscaded so
.close to me, unless I had discovered them ?”

Montcalm.— Your attack, Sir, on the 31st July, at a
place the most inaccessible of our camp, has always to me
appeared inconceivable.  From Quebec to Beauport is = flat
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and uniform country, and close to the source of the river,
From Beauport to the Fall of Montmorency, the country in-
sensibly rises; and at the redoubt and battery which M.
Johnstone had erected, which was your landing and point of
attack, it formed, as you know, a mountain very steep and
sharp, which your soldiers would have had great difficulty in
scaling, even without the encumbrance of their accoutre-
ments. But supposing that they had been able to mount,

, which they would not have been able to do, but at the

loss of three-fourths of your force, before arriving at the
summit, the height serving us as a very steep glacis, you
would have still found, upon the crest of the height, a very
solid intrenchment and well flanked, which M. Johnstone had
traced and conducted, the fire of which from the front and
the flanks would have made a butchery of your soldiers, as
soon as ever you had been engaged in the ascent. Besides
these difficulties, the ground between the redoubt of Johnstone
and the foot of the acclivity, was marshy, where one sunk
considerably. Your Scotch Highlanders would have broke
through this barrier, and would have advanced even to the
foot of the ascent, but they could not have escaped out of it.
I was a long time before I was able to persuade myself that
this was your real attack. I always feared for the loop-hole,
and if you had found it there, opposite the house of M. Vau-
dreuil, and a feint attack where you had made your real one,
you would have easily penetrated into the country by entering
it on plain ground; and you would have cut our army in two
through the centre, unless the different corps could have been
easily able to join themselves: you would have compassed
the ruin of Beauport, which you would have taken all at
once, under shelter of being attacked by the left of our camp ;
and by your prolonging your line on the side of Quebec, and
foreing our horn work, which upon that side it would have
been possible to scale by a coup de main, you would have
been in an instant masters of the Heights of Abraham, even
B
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to have turned against us the intrenchments which I had
made on the banks of the river St. Charles, which would not
have been available by changing our position ; and our com-
munication being cut off from the city by that manceuvre, you
would have been able to form the siege without fear of being
annoyed. Behold, Sir, what I continually apprehended ; and
if you had taken this course, I do not know indeed, how we
would have been able to extricate ourselves. M. Levis secing
your attack determined against M. Johnstone’s redoubt, caused
his troops prudently to retire, which were there inside, which
would not have been able to resist a shock of your army. It
was then, Sir, that miracles came to our aid, and greatly
apropos. As soon as you were at the redoubt, at the point of
seeing the difficulty of the ascent, but engaged in a bad mode
of proceeding, so as not to be able to extricate yourselves
but by the loss of half your army ; at this critical moment a
tempest arose, so great as to screen you all at once from our
view, we not being able to see more than two paces from our
intrenchments. When the tempest ceased, it was then that
we saw again your army which deployed in column towards
your camp at the Fall of Montmorency, for the purpose of
passing the ford of that river, close to the bank of the river,
which they did at low water. You profited, Sir, like an
able man, by this event to secure your retreat ; and certainly
you must have been content to escape, though with the loss of
five or six hundred men.”

Wolfe—T confess I was deceived with regard to that
height. In the distance it appeared inconsiderable; and it was
only at the redoubt that the escarpment developed itself, and
appeared truly such as it is. I commenced at seven o’clock
in the morning, to open my battery of forty pieces of cannon,
of twenty-four pounders, at the Fall of Montmorency, as well
as my mortars and howitzers. The * Centurion” ship of war,
of sixty guns, and two small frigates, brought their broad-
sides to bear, at the same time, against your ihtrenchments,

o oo B L




19

which kept up a continual fire like platoons of musketry ;
which I continued so from my batteries up to six o’clock in
the evening, when I commenced my landing at low water.
I daresay no one ever saw artillery better served. I imagine
that this terrible cannonade, which continued without inter-
mission throughout the whole day, intimidated the Canadian
militia, of which your army was principally composed, and
caused them abandon their intrenchments. My batteries, at
the Fall, being from twenty-five to thirty feet more ele-
vated than your camp, we saw your force in the intrench-
ments, even to the buckles of their shoes; so it is not
possible but that you must have lost an infinite number of
men.”

Montcalm.— This is what ought to form the eulogy of
that brave militia. Not a single man gave way; all con-
ducted themselves with as much courage and ardour as my
regular troops. In reality, I had not but fifty men killed or
wounded by your furious cannonade. That is a proof that
these cannons do much less execution, in comparison to the
fear and respect which they ordinarily inspire. This occasion
made me remark, Sir, that your English countrymen, not-
withstanding their reputation for phlegmatic bravery, which
has been attributed to them, are more foolhardy and less fore-
seeing than the French, who have always passed for being
lively, fiery and impetuous, that scarcely have they patience
to examine a position of the enemy before attacking him.
Such is the idea you have in England of - our nation ; but if
you judge of the two nations impartially, by the different
actions which have occured in Canada, I am persuaded that
you will render us justice ; and that you will confess that we
have shown more sang froid, circumspection, and presence
of mind than you. Your attack on the 31st of July, made
without ever having taken an exact reconnoissance of that
height, of which you had been deceived in the distance, is
not the first attack of that kind which your countrymen have
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made in Canada. In the meantime, nevertheless, it appears
to me that, viewing the proximity of your camp to the Fall,
you would have been able to make a perfect reconnoissance of
that acclivity, whether with telescopes, or by landing a force
across the ford of the river of Montmorency in the night at
low water, to visit that height; or by landing a force be-
tween our two hindmost redoubts, to climb up there during
the obscurity of the night. General Abercrombie, your pre-
decessor in the command of the English army, made the
same mistake in the year 1758, at Carillon, and his loss was
still more considerable than yours. I left Montreal in the
month of May, 1758, to proceed to Fort Carillon, which the
English called Tinonderoga, with all my regular troops, the
regiments of the Queen, the Sarre, the Royal Rousillon,
Languedoc, Beaux, Guyenne, and Berry which was of two
battalions, and the unattached French companies of the
marine of Canada; the whole composing a corps of about
four thousand men, the regiments not being complete, with-
out having bad any certain advice that the English army
would come by the Lake of St. Sacrement to attack Carillon
and penetrate thereby into Canada. I foresaw it, neverthe-
less, on account of the proximity of that fort to your estab-
lishments upon the Lake of St. Sacrement; and I never
ceased to press M. Vaudreuil to send to me, with all possible
despatch the Canadian Militia, which formed the principal
strength of my army; but M. Vaudreuil not imagining that
my conjectures were well founded, in place of sending them,
gave them leave to remain at Montreal to work in fields
and at other country labour. On the 7th of July, my con-
jectures were realized, being informed that the English army,
of six thousand three hundred regular troops and thirteen
thousand militia of the colonies, had landed at the fall, an
advanced post a league from Carillon, where the Lake of St.
Sacrement terminates, and where there were about twenty
thousand men commanded by M. Abercrombie, a general of
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reputation in your country, who had succeeded General
Braddock, killed the year before at the Beautiful River: the
arrival of the debris of a detachment of four hundred men
which I had placed at the fall, of which there had been five
hundred killed there, did but confirm me too surely of the
truth of that news. One can hardly imagine a situation
more embarrassing and more annoying than that in which I
then found myself, above all, not having the Canadians,
which formed the most essential part of my army, by their
manner of fighting in the woods. The Fort of Carillon (@)
is a square of about seventy toises of length on every side,
regularly fortified with walls of masonry and terraces, ditches,
with a court-way and glacis. M. Bourlamarque, a very skil-
ful officer, and of great merit, added to it in 1759 a half
moon. For me to retire with my four thousand men was to
give up the colony to M. Abercrombie, the Fort Carillon not
being able to sustain for a long time a siege against an army
50 considerable. Besides, this fort was the key of Canada on
that side of it, and M. Abercrombie having rendered himself
master of it, would have found nothing that would have been
able to prevent him from going straight to Montreal, which
was not susceptible of defence. On the other hand, to oppose
four thousand men against twenty thousand, the game was by
no means equal; nevertheless there was nothing to decide
the chance, and I determined either to save the country, or to
die gloriously with arms in hands. During the night I made
the whole force work to cut down trees to make an intrench-
ment (b, b, b, b,) which was very small; the engineers having
stripped the trees of their branches, piled at length the one
above the other, forming a kind of parapet, but not sufficiently
high to place my soldiers under cover; and which the enemy
could without difficulty have been able to overleap. A heap
of tree-tops outside, with points of their branches well shar-
pened, would have made an intrenchment, which would have
required less time to construct, and would have been more
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impenetrable. At two paces outside the intrenchment, I
caused place all around the height a line of branches (4, &, ,)
points outside. Not having time to make an intrenchment
‘in the bottom at the left of the height, which could have been
done, about forty or fifty paces broad, between the foot of the
height and the river at the Fall, I placed there two companies
of grenadiers (d), and I caused the hollow at the right of the
height to be occupied by the unattached marine troops, where
‘the intrenchment (¢, ¢,) was still worse than upon the height,
supporting their right in front of the wood. The next day,
the 8th of July, your army appeared at the border of the
wood, about three hundred toises in front of our intrench-
ments upon the height, and bore down in an instant (¢) upon
three columns, without waiting to reconnoitre our position.
Two columns attacked at once the height, with all the fury
and impetuosity possible, but immediately they found them-
selves embarrassed by the branches, and being engaged inside,
without being able to advance, they lost there an immense
number of men. Some even having cleared them, were killed
“by our soldiers at the point of the bayonet, when jumping into
‘our intrenchments. The chasseurs and militia of M. Aber-
‘crombie, who were under two engineers (g, g,) which com-
manded our intrenchments, pierced through part of them, and
took another of them behind (%), where was the regiment of
Berry, which was harrassed by their fire, one of these
columns not being more than about forty toises from our in-
trenchments. The third column came forward, to attack the
intrenchments in the hollow, which the French unattached
companies of marines occupied, but the very brisk fire which
poured on the head of these troops of the colony, and at the
same time in flank of those who were on the height, turned
the tables there presenting its head at the height (%) which
it attacked vigorously. The troops of the colony, commanded
by M. Raimond, then proceeded out of their intrenchments to
*approach nearer the column, and having poured a very brisk fire
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upon the left flank of the column, at the side of the border of
the wood, it appeared to us as if it wavered, but it continued
always with obstinacy its attack against the height, and threw
into disorder the regiment of Berry, which began to fall back
and abandon the intrenchments. I was there quickly, and
having encouraged the soldiers, order was re-established in a
moment. I had placed my Grenadiers in rear of my in-
trenchments, in order as soon as we perceived that any por-
tion of them should be forced, they might be able to run to
their assistance on the spot, and throw themselves with head
low upon the enemy, the bayonet at the musket’s end. Hav-
ing done all that the shortness of the time permitted me to
do for a good defence, and preserved during the whole length
of this attack the utmost coolness and presence of mind, to
remedy the disordér which must naturally arise in an action
so long and so determined, M. Abercrombie, after struggling
desperately with the intention of forcing our intrenchments,
was obliged in the end to make his retreat with the loss of
from four to five thousand men, and to abandon his enterprise.
In the space of a night it was impossible to throw up works
so considerable, as to oppose an army so superior as mine.
I did everything that it was possible to do to acquit myself
with honour, and if T had been beaten, I would have had no-
thing to reproach myself with. To have done one’s duty is a
sweet satisfaction in all events, and most flattering and con-
soling, in fortune the most adverse. M. Abercrombie had
made his attack with an inconceivable blindness and andacity,
without having previously reconnoitred the place. This is
what he would have had time to do from his landing, during
two hours that he remained at the Fall, which is not a league
from our intrenchments. Having neglected to examine our
position at night, at least it would have been possible to do it,
by remaining some time on the borders of the wood before
debouching, but immediately on arriving, he proceeded forth-
with in advance to make the attack. If he had advanced on



24

the 7th, at the moment of his landing, in place of passing
the night at the Fall, T would have never dared to make head
against him, on cqual ground with so small a force ; and he
would have allowed me to take the course of retiring on the
spot, lcaving at Carillon as many troops as the fort could con-
tain, in order to protract the siege of it longer. If the co-
lumns of the left (3) had followed the border of the wood to
fall upon the right flank of the intrenchments of the colony
to hold the middle of the space between the wood and the
height, which might be three hundred toises in length, it
would have found itself beyond the reach of the fire of the
height, and would have overthrown in an instant the troops
of the colony, who not being able to resist the shock of the
columns, would have been all at once put to flight. Carrying
themselves up, in fine, with rapidity to the side of the height,
in a place where it diminished much and is of easy access,
they would have taken our intrenchments behind. At the
single view of this manceuvre, I would have been under the
necessity of abandoning my intrenchments with precipitation,
not to have allowed my retreat to have been cut off from the
fort, that which would have destroyed me without resource.
The enemy would have been able to penetrate equally at the
place where were my two companies of grenadiers (d), and
which T had not time to cut off and mount upon the height,
where the ascent (/) is gentle, to take equally the reverse of
the intrenchments on the height. But he always persisted
with determination and obstinacy in his attack upon the most
difficult places, without ever regarding his right or his left, to
see if he had the means of penetrating otherwise than by the
height. It must have been that he had a bandage about his
eyes, not to perceive that, during many hours that his attack
lasted.”

Wolfe.—*“It vas there, Sir, a day most glorious for you,
and worthy the ambition of the greatest of men. Our
columns not being distant but about ten paces from your in-
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